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with him qualities that predestined him to play a dis-
tinguished part in that as yet undeveloped form of
popular representation and political constitution. His
extraordinary oratorical gift was only partly respon-
sible for his success, for the powerful momentary effect
that he exercised on his audience, the spell under which
he laid those who listened to him, was in a certain sense
neutralised by the deeply rooted German distrust of
rhetorical display. Much more important in helping
him to the position that he won for himself, was his
marvellous power of influencing men, which he mainly
exercised in an interview a deux. His method was the
simplest imaginable. The moment he sat down
opposite a man, he was no longer confined within his
own personality, he felt himself into the other man's
mind and feelings with such amazing accuracy that he
could follow the most unusual trains of thought as
quickly as if he had been familiar with them for years.
He could thus forestall objections, and so startle his
interlocutor by his intuition that the latter found him-
self strangely disposed to reach an agreement. He was
no psychologist in the ordinary sense, since, as has
already been explained, his inveterate faith in human
nature, his unlimited confidence, and his unshakeable
optimism, distorted his view ; but his sudden flashes
of capacity for self-transference into another's mind
gave him moments of uncanny clarity of vision such as
scarcely any German statesman has possessed before

him,

To Stresemann, every conversation involved some-
thing in the nature of a cleavage of his personality. He
thought simultaneously for himself and for his opposite
number, and often, in impatience at his adversary's